
CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
PURCHASING DIVISION 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
# 12-001 

 
The City of Newport is soliciting a Statement of Qualifications (QBS) for the creation 
of a Demonstration Project converting naturally occurring algae into a biodiesel for the 
City of Newport. Sealed qualifications will be received in the Purchasing Office, City Hall, 
43 Broadway, Newport, R. I., 02840 until: 
 

Two (2) O’clock PM, Local Time 

24 August 2011 

 
This is NOT a Public Opening 

 

Qualifications must be submitted in sealed envelopes addressed to the Purchasing 
Office, City Hall, 43 Broadway, Newport, R. I. 02840, and must be plainly marked in the 
lower left hand corner, “Algae Alternative Energy Demonstration Project # 12-001”. 
 

RIGL §45-55-8 Qualification Based Selection Process shall apply to this project. 
 
It is the Qualifiers responsibility to see that the bid is delivered within the time and at 
the place prescribed.  Qualifications Statements received prior to the time of opening 
will be securely kept, unopened.  Qualification Statements may be withdrawn on written 
request (on the letterhead of the bidder and signed by the person signing the bid) 
which must be received prior to the time fixed for opening.  Bids may be modified in the 
same manner.  No bid or modification thereof received after the time set for opening 
will be considered, even if it is determined by the City that such non-arrival before the 
time set for opening was due solely to the delay in the mails for which the bidder is not 
responsible. 
 
Any Qualifier taking exception to, or questioning any of the provisions, procedures, 
conditions or specifications herein stated should make such exceptions known to the 
undersigned, in writing, not less than five (5) days before the bid opening. 
   
Any change or interpretation made as a result thereof will be published in an addendum 
and mailed to all prospective bidders.  Should a bidder still not be satisfied, he may, in 
the bid, set out and stipulate the exception, with enough explanation to be understood 
by the City and, within the stipulation, the INCREASE or DECREASE in the bid price 
because of the exception shall be stated.  The City may, at its discretion, accept or 
reject any or all exceptions. 
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Federal Excise Taxes and/or Rhode Island Use Taxes are not to be included in the bid.  
The City will execute exemption certificates if furnished by the bidder when submitting 
his invoice. 
 
Note:  All bidders are responsible for insuring that no addenda have been made to the 
original bid package.  All bid packages and addenda are located at 
www.cityofnewport.com under (Active Bids) within the Purchasing webpage using the 
above bid/proposal number or you can contact the Purchasing Department. 
 
Prevailing Wage – N/A for professional services. However, if the City's requirement is 
a sealed bid, the DAVIS-BACON Wage Determination applies. 
 
One copy of these papers is furnished to bidders.  One complete copy must be attached 
to the proposal if a bid is tendered. 
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Buy American Provision 

 
Important information about section 1605 of Title XVI of the Recovery Act (the Buy 
American provision) is available on a dedicated section of the website of RIDOE’s Office 
of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE): 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/recovery/buy_american_provision.html.  
 
This section will be updated regularly with new documents pertaining to the Buy 
American provision (e.g., Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), formal guidance, and 
waivers). 
 
The Recovery Act Buy American provision provides that, subject to three listed 
exceptions, none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by the Act may 
be used for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a public 
building or public work unless all the iron, steel, and manufactured goods used are 
produced in the United States. There is no requirement with regard to the origin of 
components or subcomponents in manufactured goods used in a project, as long as the 
final manufacturing occurs in the United States (see 2 CFR 176.70(a)(2)(ii)). 
 
Grantees are accountable for ensuring that the Buy American requirements are met, 
and thus should include the requirements in all Requests for Proposals (RFPs) and 
contracts. Grantees are encouraged to ask contractors to verify their compliance with 
the Recovery Act Buy American provision, and contractors can solicit evidence of 
compliance from domestic manufacturers in cases of uncertainty. Additional guidance 
on documenting compliance with the Buy American provision is forthcoming, and will be 
available on the EERE Buy American website. 
 
Additional Provisions may apply.  Please see the PDF Documents at: 
http://www.energy.ri.gov/documents/eecbg_recovery_act_program_guidance_10-
011.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
 

Marc P. Agin 
Marc P. Agin, Purchasing Agent 

(401) 845-5414 
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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR THE CREATION OF AN 

Algae Alternative Energy Demonstration Project 
#12-001 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
The City of Newport is a recipient of an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG) awarded by the Rhode Island State Office of Energy Resources and funded by 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) through the United States 
Department of Energy (DOE).  
 
In calendar year 2007 The City of Newport purchased an Algae Harvester specifically 
designed to collect (harvest) algae that grows naturally on reefs in Easton’s Bay (see 
attachment A). Presently the City is harvesting approximately 260 cubic yards of 
seaweed annually, with minimal use (see attachment B).  The original purpose of the 
algae harvesting system was to eliminate what is regarded a negative characteristic of 
the Newport shoreline. Thus, the project was designed to enhance the experience of 
the City’s beachgoers. 
 
However, the City of Newport is undertaking an exciting project to determine the 
feasibility of transforming what is now regarded as a nuisance, yet naturally growing 
and resilient resource, into a commercially viable process and products. In so doing 
providing a locally sourced supply of alternate biodiesel and biomass energy; a learning 
tool and educational opportunity for pupils; a business and employment opportunity for 
the community, businesses and residents.  This project can have national and global 
import. 
 
The first step of this process is complete, testing the algae for oil content has already 
tested and found to have very high oil content (see attachment C). The City is now 
prepared to move forward with the demonstration project. 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (QBS) 
 
The purpose of this Request for Proposals is to solicit proposals for the process or 
processes, and the equipment needed to extract the oils from the algae that  the City of 
Newport is harvesting along their coastline for eventual use as Biodiesel and other 
products. This is a demonstration project to assess the feasibility of the concept.  The 
demonstration project is to be conducted at an appropriate scale to provide information 
that will be independently evaluated in determining the overall feasibility of pursuing 
and implementing the process and applications of the harvested algae for oil extraction.  
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The demonstration project is intended to use harvested algae quantities sufficient to 
provide the information and results needed to develop a commercial scale operation 
from the demonstration project. Furthermore, the project must identify appropriate 
uses of the remaining byproducts of the extraction process, including potential use as 
dried biomass fuel, feed stock, fertilizer, cosmetic/food ingredient, etc..  
 
Finally, the project provides for the design and use of the refined biodiesel in an 
integrated demonstration project at the Newport Met School, that will be developed into 
a Net Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in the existing Gallagher Building facility and in the 
near future, a proposed new facility, (NZEDA – Net Zero Energy Design Application). 
The Met School plans to engage the students and faculty of the Crowley Met School to 
use the Algae to Biodiesel and Algae to Biomass Product as an educational tool and 
learning activity as part of the curriculum. In summary, very possibly this demonstration 
project becomes a transforming entrepreneurial venture for the community, including 
private partners, the City of Newport, the Newport Met School, local businesses and 
residents. 
 
STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

 
The City of Newport is soliciting a statement of qualifications for a vendor to work with 
the City of Newport and the East Bay Met School to fully develop a demonstration level 
project for processing algae into a biofuel. The chosen vendor must meet the following 
conditions and parameters: 
 
At a minimum, provide the following information with your company's response. 
 

1. Submit: the official name of the organization/business/agency; the address; the 
telephone number; email; website; a statement indicating that the individual  
submitting the proposal is authorized to act in a legal and official capacity to bind 
the vendor to the proposal. 

 
2. Submit: the Background history of the organization/business/agency submitting 

the RFQ including: 
 

• abbreviated financials or credit history;  
• customer/client satisfaction testimonials; and,  
• contact information for at least three (3) references.  

 
3. Submit a detailed narrative of the process proposed to accomplish the 

demonstration project including:  
 

• a description of the process;  
• identify the specific equipment needed;  
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• any special conditions necessary for the proposed process and products to 
function properly.  

• Also, any other details necessary for clarification requisite for evaluating the 
proposed process.  

 
For example, does the algae have to be dried prior to the start of the extraction 
process?  How “fresh” does the algae need to be to be processed; i.e., does it 
have to be immediately transferred from the harvester to the processor. What 
time frames are required between harvest and delivery? What size (footprint) of 
facility is needed to house/enclose the process and products proposed? What 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing and other requirements are needed to be 
supplied by the City of Newport?  What environment conditions are necessary, 
i.e., if housed in a facility, does the facility have to be climate controlled? To 
what level of refinement is the final product of the extraction process? What is 
required of the processed algae oil product?  Does the final product of the 
process require special housing or environmental conditions?  Does the alga 
require special transportation provisions? If available, provide diagrams, 
illustrations and any other materials that convey an understanding of the 
process/product. 

 
4. Submit a detailed narrative and description of the equipment that will be used in 

the process including: the actual type, manufacturer, of equipment to extract the 
oil from the algae; the equipment described must be in turn-key condition and 
delivered to the City of Newport; depending on the space requirements for the 
processing equipment the City will provide the space to house the equipment, 
and the necessary mechanical, electrical, and plumbing connections. The vendor 
must provide the complete system to operate as desired by the City to extract 
the oils from the harvested algae; provide detailed technical specifications of the 
equipment and the respective requirements of that equipment; provide 
production capacity information for the equipment; provide workforce 
requirements, by job classification, and the hours needed to process the algae; 
provide equipment performance history (if the proposed equipment is a 
prototype or proprietary, provide testing results and/or any other information 
that substantiates the reliability of the product and its performance); provide 
photographs of the equipment and technical diagrams.  

 
5. Submit an outline for the program to identify appropriate uses of the remaining 

biomass of the algae, including its potential as dried biomass fuel, feed stock, 
fertilizer, cosmetics, etc.. Proposers should recognize the following and assist in 
outlining and furnishing of data for the following: the use of the refined biodiesel 
in an integrated demonstration project at the Newport Met School while 
engaging the students and faculty of the Newport Met School in utilizing the bio 
fuel and algae to biomass product as an educational tool and learning activity in 
the school; and, determining the feasibility of transforming this demonstration 
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project into a  commercial scale process and entrepreneurial venture for the City 
of Newport, including the City of Newport itself, the Newport Met School, local 
businesses and residents. 

 
6. In a  separate sealed envelope, submit all pertinent cost information for the 

processing equipment including: a detailed pricing proposal for all necessary 
equipment; any transportation needs and costs; any housing needs and cost; 
any potential alternatives. 

 
7. Submit schedules for: the delivery of equipment; the projected installation of 

equipment based upon past installations; and, the City of Newport requires 

having this demonstration project fully operational no later than 1 April 

2012. Therefore the vendor’s detailed schedule for implementation 

must reflect timeline. 

 
If in the best interest of the City, the City of Newport reserves the right to accept, or 
reject, any or all qualifications received as a result of this request, and to negotiate with 
qualified proposers or to cancel in part or in its entirety this Request for Qualifications, at 
any time and for any reason. 
 
All questions pertaining to this solicitation must be addressed in writing to Ed Green or 
Andrew DeIonno at City of Newport, 43 Broadway, Newport, RI, 02840; or, 
egreen@cityofnewport.com or adeionno@cityofnewport.com. 
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EVALUATION OF QUALIFICATIONS 

 
1) The cost of the process and equipment  

Maximum Point Value (MPV) – 30 pts. 
 

2) Capacity and capability of the vendor to perform the work and show poof that 
the proposed process works.  
Maximum Point Value (MPV) – 30 pts. 

 
3) Past record of vendor performance, quality of work and ability to meet 

schedules.  
Maximum Point Value (MPV) – 30 pts. 

 
4) Proximity to, or familiarity with, the City of Newport and State of Rhode Island, 

RI Office of Energy Resources, federal funding, etc.. 
Maximum Point Value (MPV) – 10 pts.  
 

The method of scoring the submissions will be as follows: 
 

1. A point score for each of the criterion, based upon the strength of submittal is 
assigned and the total will be added to determine the top candidates (Finalists). 

 
2. The top vendors, best meeting the qualifications as measured by these criteria, 

are selected for an interview. At the time of the interview selected companies 
should be prepared to identify similar work and references as well as answering 
follow-up questions that arise from the interview process. 

 
All bidders are responsible for providing six (6) hard copy qualifiaction statement 
packages, one electronic copy and assuring that no addenda have been made to the 
original bid package. 
 
All bid packages and addenda are located at 
http://www.cityofnewport.com/departments/finance/purchasing/bids_active.cfm.  
 
Bidders must register electronically here: http://www.cityofnewport.com/vendor/ 
or contact the Purchasing Department 
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Award can not be made without this attachment. List the Officers of your 

Corporation or Principals of your LLC.   
 
 
 
Complete Company Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Principal (Name)     Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  _________________________________  
Name      Title/Officer/Position 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A 

















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment B 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment C 



Testing Requested by:  City of Newport, RI 

Purpose of Testing: Algae (Seaweed of Easton Beach) Testing & Analysis for the  

                                Production and Biodiesel Yield Potential 

Samples:  2 

Report Date: 11-08-2010 

Reference #: Q091610 

!"#$%&"'"()$*+,-.,-$/,($!-0.1$2#.3.,-4$5,/#64"4$$
7/3'#.$89$:;$91".($5#</.$=..(4-+>?$$
$$ $$ $$

8-.34$ @.4A#-4$
Solid as Delivered (%) 81.33+- 0.66 
Ash of Solids (%)   27.56+0.08 
Carbon  (%)   16.74 
Hydrogen (%)   1.92 
Nitrogen (%)   1.59 
Crude Protein (%)   9.89 
Crude Fat (%)   0.93 
&"'"($%B)$ $$ $$ :CDE:$FGH$:$
Sulfur (%)     1.73 
Phosphorus (%)   0.23 
Potassium (%)   1.64 
Magnesium (%)   0.72 
Calcium (%)   2.19 
Sodium (%)   1.40 
Iron (ppm)     2224 
Manganese (ppm)   169 
Copper (ppm)   5 
Zinc (ppm)   450 
Lignin (%)     25.3 

Seaweed Testing & Analysis      



&/I$J"+H+"#$*+,K.14"+,$L.4-",<$
7/3'#.$89$:;$91".($5#</.$&J*$L.4-$

    
8-.34$ @.4A#-4$

Reaction Temperature (oC) 300
Reaction Time (min)   30 
@/M$!"#$N".#($%B)$ $$ OPDQR$
@.S",.($!"#$N".#($%B)$ :RDRP$

2#.3.,-4$5,/#64"4$$
7/3'#.$89$T;$U.-$5#</.$ $$

  
8-.34$ @.4A#-4$

Solid after Rinsing(%) 15.61+-1.87
Ash of Solids (%) *   57.95+4.85 
Carbon  (%)   26.01
Hydrogen (%)   2.78
Nitrogen (%)   2.50
Phosphorus (%)   0.17
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