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D1 Oils Plant Science ïOrganization

ČBreeding and Technology Development

ČProduct Placement and Agronomy Research 

ČMultiplication (Seeds and Seedlings)

ČSustainable Oil Supply Program

ČRegulatory Affairs and New Projects
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Jatropha curcas L.



Why Jatropha curcas? 

Á Jatropha curcas is a hardy oilseed bearing tree.

Á Centre of Origin in Central America.

Á Commonly used in tropical growing areas as a hedge and source of oil.

Á Can tolerate some drought spells.

Á A plant of many revenue opportunities ïoil, power generation, animal feed and fertiliser

Á Strong global demand for a sustainable energy product, will help countries/ industries meet 

climate treaty requirements.

Á Jatropha curcas has high sustainability potential:

Á Can be mixed or intercropped alongside existing vegetables/grains, resulting in 

additional and balanced cash income for farmers.

Á Potential GHG savings of up to 66%.

Á Jatropha curcas remains to be domesticated.
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Some myths about Jatropha

µ 1. Can grow anywhere, even on marginal soils. 

µ => Can survive in marginal conditions, but will 

give marginal yields in those conditions. 

µ2. Itôs a hardy non-edible tree.

µ => Jatropha is not eaten by larger animals, but 

has many pests and diseases

µ 3. Does not need fertilizer.

µ => Jatropha can survive in low-nutrient conditions 

but better growth and higher seed yield is 

observed with higher nutrient levels.
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