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About Me & the Team

■ Originally from Huntsville, AL

■ Senior at Auburn University

■ Biosystems Engineer

■ Member of the Consortium for Advanced Bioeconomy Leadership & Education grant

■ Public policy working group

■ The Team: Alex Vore, Shehan Navaranthe, John Johnson



Project Objectives & Deliverables

■ Analyze RFS, examine available resources, awareness levels of college students

■ Provide objective fact based resources aimed at increasing understanding among 

policymakers and the general public

■ Gain an understanding of the best methods by which to reach young audiences

■ “Fast Facts” sheet, PowerPoint presentation, and project website



The Problem

■ Long document with yearly update 
documents

■ Immense level of detail

■ Lack of a clear and concise overview

■ Deliberate complication of the standard

■ Lack of truly objective sources 

■ Long, detailed, biased sources, and 
intimidating

■ Lack of awareness and/or understanding 
among younger generations

■ Information not communicated effectively

Source: US Energy Administration





■ Main objectives, history, impacted 

categories, RIN

■ Colorful

■ Easy to read, “skimmable”, not 

intimidating

■ Does not use charged words or 

indicate support or opposition

Fast Facts Sheet



Bridging the Millennial Gap

■ New methods of staying informed

■ Numerous social media platforms

■ Unique ways of communicating 

■ Different learning needs from previous 

generations

■ Sometimes perceived as apathetic



Millennial “Speed Survey” Results

Do you know what the Renewable Fuels 

Standard is?

Do you think it is important that society 

depend less on fossil fuels and foreign 

oil?

16%

84%

POLICY AWARENESS

Yes No

85%

4%

11%

SUPPORT FOR RFS GOALS

Yes No Unsure

*Survey was of 200 college age students between the ages of 17 and 24.



Reaching the New Generation

What is you most preferred method of receiving news?

News Platform Responses

Facebook 62

Twitter 38

Snapchat 54

Newspaper 10

News Websites 56

TV 10

Other 24

24%

15%

21%

4%

22%

4%

10%

Receiving news

Facebook

Twitter

Snapchat

Newspaper

News Websites

TV

Other



Thank you for 
your time.

■ Objective resources

■ Increased education initiatives

■ Initiatives geared towards the preferences 

of young audiences

■ Constructive use of social media

■ Keeping Facebook and Twitter up to date 

and active

■ Making material “approachable” 

■ Free food and other comforting distractions

Note from the CABLE team:

Thanks to Eric McAfee for your support of our 
project and Jim Lane for allowing us to attend 
ABLC Next and present at ABLC 2018. And to all 
the industry members that have supported our 
program. You are greatly appreciated. 

Resources:

“Overview for Renewable Fuel Standard.” January 2017. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Web. 

“Federal Registrar: RFS.” December 2017. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Web. 

US Energy Administration Agency. Web. 2017

https://www.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-program 
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52828 

http://www.ethanolrfa.org/policy/regulations/renewable
-fuel-standard/
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